
August 28,2006 

Dr. Asaad Auan, Chair 
Washington State Board of Phannacy 
Bok 359885 
Seattle, WA 98 104 

Dear Dr. Awan: 

Enclosed with this letter is a11 alternative pharmacist responsibility rule that 1, alongside numerous 
organizations including the Washington State Pharmacy Association and Planned Parenthood of 
Washington, have agreed to. I reconnnend that the Board of Pharmacy adopt this version in place of its 
draft rule initiated on June 1,  2006. 

Tliis alternative represents many hours of negotiation to delicately balance our respect for patients, 
pharmacists, and pharmacies. My office held several multi-Iionr negotiation sessions with key 
stakeholders at the table, including Donna Dockter from the Board of Pharmacy, Don Downing from the 
University of Washiliglon School of Pharmacy, and represerrtatives froin Planned Parentllood. the 
Washingtoti State Pharmacy Association, the Northwest Women's Law Center, the Department of Health, 
tlie Board of Pharmacy's legal team, and others. I also met individually with Donna Dockter and Don 
Downing, and my office has had numerous one-on-one conversatioris with other parties to understand 
their perspectives. 

I present this alternative rule as the most reasonable compromise. It clearly states that pharmacies have a 
duty to dispense lawfully prescribed drugs and recognizes the role of pharmacists in using their 
professional expertise to determine reasonable exceptions to that duty aiid maintain patient safety. While 
I was riot able to reach full accord with Donna Dockter: we did reach an accord with organizations such as 
the Wasliington State Pharmacy Association and Planned Parenthood tlirougli a process of consensus and 
compromise. I atn very pleased witit tlie team's uork and commend their efforts to negotiate in good 
faith on this issue. 

I strongly recommend that the Board of Pharmacy adopt this finely negotiated version. without 
amendment, at your August 3 I "  meeting. Please feel free to contact Marty Brorcn, my Legislative 
Director. at (360) 902-0390, or Christina Hulet. my Health Policy Advisor. at (360) 902-0660. if you have 
additional questions. 

Christine 0. Gregoire %) 
Governor 
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